In the third number of the Journal of Anatomy and Physiology, which appeared in November last, Professor Allen Thomson has given an account of some observations which appear to set at rest the debated point whether the bone by which the thumb and great toe rest respectively on the bones of the carpus or tarsus is to be looked upon as the first bone or phalanx of a digit, or as a metacarpal or metatarsal bone.
The In extending his observations on this subject to animals, Professor Thomson has found that in the greater number of the five-toed mammals which he has had an opportunity of examining, the mode of ossification of the metacarpal and metatarsal bones is the same as that usually described in man; the same distinction existing, therefore, between the more usual or constant proximal position of the epiphysis in the first, and its distal position in the other four bones of the two series. But in some he observed the same tendency as in the human hand and foot to the formation of a less distinct distal epiphysis on the first bone; and in some, such as the kangaroo, koala, and elephant, he found this epiphysis very obvious.
In several other animals a still greater departure was observed from the mode of ossification which has been described as the most usual.
In the young ornithorynchus he found indications which made it probable that all the metacarpal and metatarsal bones have epiphyses at both ends.
In two specimens of the young seal, Professor Thomson found, strangely enough, that while in the fore limbs the mode of ossification appeared to be the same as that usually 
